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if we are actually attacked in bad faith by another
Power, we can acquire the moral fortitude to await
the world's verdict without offering resistance.
Could we meet the attack, as those inhabitants of
Bah did, by suffering without striking a blow?
Some time ago Rabmdranath Tagore gave me a
tentative answer, in my perplexity, when I had
asked him that question concerning war and peace.
He referred to these people of Bali as an illustration.
"In most matters," he wrote to me, "of vital
importance in human life I have one thing to guide
my thoughts, namely, that the figure which repre-
sents creation is not 'one' but 'two/ In the harmony
of two contradictory forces everything rests. When-
ever our logic endeavours to simplify things too
much, then it goes wrong.
"The principle of 'war' and the principle of
'peace' both together make truth. They are contra-
dictory: they seem to hurt each other, like the
finger and the strings of a musical instrument. But
the very contradiction produces music. When only
one predominates there is the sterility of silence.
"Our human problem is not whether we should
only have 'war' or only have * peace,' but how to
harmonize them perfectly.
"So long as there is such a thing as force, we
cannot say we must not use force, but rather that
we must not abuse it by making force the sole
standard, thus ignoring love. For when love and
force do not go together, then love is mere weakness
and force is brutal, . . .